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—by Rev. George Martzen 

 

“In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth...” —Genesis 1:1  

Do you have a pandemic project?  
Many of those laid off or working at home have found creative 

outlets by engaging in some various projects.  It may be something 
you’ve always wanted to do, or put off because of hectic work schedules, 
like a needed renovation, or gardening or learning new recipes.   

I like having a few projects around the house.  It gives me something 
to look forward to.   Projects and hobbies are even more important 
during the pandemic, when normal routines are mixed up.  So my 
projects have been in the garden and the kitchen. I’ve planted more at 
home and in the church vegetable garden.  To the abundant chard, I’ve 
added string beans, corn and zucchini, and I’ve continued the ongoing 
project updating drip irrigation. In the parsonage kitchen, I’ve trying my 
hand at some pickling exercises, like sauerkraut and grape leaves for 
dolma.     

Some of you have projects at home and even at church.  For example, 
I’ve seen Jim Bell upgrading the sprinkler system at church.  Jan Hurtado 
has blessed many of us with her creative face masks.  Many Cub Scout 
families continue to stop by to care for the garden and the fish pond.   I 
know that in the past some of you made pillows and quilts to give away.  
Let me know if you have any special projects.   

Did you know that God has a project, too?  The first chapter of 
Genesis begins the story.  I’ll be talking about it on our first Sunday of 
June (first Sunday after Pentecost or Trinity Sunday). Without going into 
detail there are several characteristics of God’s project.  First of all, it’s a 
kind of DIY project, which is to say that God isn’t taking over someone 
else’ project or a kit from Home Depot.  Theologians have often used the 
Latin phrase ex nihilo (out of nothing), imperfect as it may be, to 
emphasize that existence originates with God, not the other way around.   

 
Continued on page 2, Pandemic 
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Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. 
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● To start a Saturday night 
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Pandemic,       continued from page 1 
God’s project is also collaborative. Trinitarian theologians see that God the Creator, or Father, creates 

through the wisdom of the Word and the energies of the Holy Spirit. In God’s project there is also a goal, 
something for God to look forward to.  “And on the seventh day God finished the work, and rested on the 
seventh day from all the work that he had done” (Genesis 2:2).  Theologians have recognized in this sabbath 
goal something for all of us to look forward to, that each of us may find our rest and salvation in God.  
Indeed, God’s project is a model for all of our lives.  Every project has a goal.  When you finish your project, 
celebrate and take a rest, for we are not greater than God.  

I would like to invite you to an important joint project – the gradual returning of in-person worship in our 
sanctuary.  As much as we have kept fellowship alive with online worship and gatherings, I know that we all 
look forward to in-person fellowship. But for everyone’s safety, it will take us longer than a literal six days, 
because we are months away from a vaccine.  Any initial return will have to follow stringent safety 
precautions.  Basic planning guidelines issued Monday by Bishop Hagiya provide a roadmap for our project: 
follow state and local guidelines, develop a plan prior to reopening, set up a task force to implement the 
plan, have the plan approved by the Church Council and by the District Superintendent.  

In the meantime, to paraphrase Hebrews 13, let us not neglect meeting together on Zoom, Facebook, 
phone, email and other means.   

Pentecost Sunday is on May 
31. We will be having a 
combined zoom service with 
the Church of India at 10:00 
am. Let us join together for a 
celebration of the Holy Spirit 
who binds all people together 
even during this pandemic.  

Our Faith Community During the Pandemic 
 

As people of faith, our greatest assets are in our relationship with God and with our faith communi-
ty.  We’re all in this together.   So if you’re feeling out of sorts, find someone to talk with.  If you want to 
have a conversation with the pastor, leave a message at the church office, (626) 284-3229 or call me at (626) 
373-0988.  We also have community resources. See this flyer from the LA County Department of Mental 
Health with a mental health hotline.  If you need help with grocery delivery, see LA County  critical delivery 
system, or call the church. For Free meals for senior citizens – Great Plates Delivered Program.  A Food Bank 
is available at First Baptist Church (101 S. Atlantic Blvd. in Alhambra), Thursdays, 1 p.m.  If you are able, they 
are also accepting donations.   

Small Interest Groups 
 

 

With Covid-19 restrictions still in 
place, this presents us with an op-
portunity to embark on a new inter-
est or to join a group with other like
-minded people. Interests might in-
clude movies, books, web design, 
cooking or baking, crafts, gardening, 
etc.  Groups will need to meet 
online during this season.  If you are 
interested in joining or leading a 
group let me know 
at gmartzen@gmail.com.   

Vacation Bible School  
 

We are still planning to coordinate a 
VBS for this year, with social 
distancing measures in mind.  
Currently, we are considering an 
online format or video presentation 
to include a story, a song, and an 
activity that can be done with easy to 
find materials at home during the 
week of July 27. Please contact Sally 
Bell at sallycbell@gmail.com if you are 
interested in helping with planning.   

Fun With 
Numbers  
for May:  

May 3: 

Attendance: 33 
Zoom Families 

Offering: $1,367 

May 10: 

Attendance: 36 
Zoom Families 

Offering: $ 2514 

May 17: 

Attendance: 43 
Zoom Families,  

Offering: $4,486 

May 24 

Attendance: 33 
Zoom Families 

Offering: $51.05 

May 31: 

*Not Yet  
Tabulated* 
 

Because there are no in-person offerings, you may give to the church by mail or online at our website 

www.sgpumc.org. Click on Make a Donation .  Please make note of your name and contact information on the 
memo line.  Our YTD offerings are $31, 651.54. Our 2019 Yearly Budget was  

Serving 
SGPUMC 
this month: 
 
 
 

June 7 
Online Worship 
Liturgist:  Youth 
 
 
 
 

June 14 
Online Worship  
Liturgist:  
Paul Wong 
  
 
 

 June 21 
Online Worship 
Liturgist: 
Sengdeuane Tom 
 
 
 

June 28 
Online Worship   
Liturgist:  
Ruth Chon 
 

 
 

*Check you r Friday 
emails for Zoom 
Worship Service in-
formation.   
 

Thank you to our Zoom Worship Crew:  Ruel Reyes, Kris Taniguchi, Sally Bell, Ruth Chon, 
Jim Bell, Doreen Bolten, Louise Garcia, Kai Garcia, Walter Martzen, Ratheesh Pillai & Rev. 
George Martzen.   

**Please read Bishop Hagiya’s Special Message in Response to Racism.**    

http://www.calpacumc.org/bishop-hagiya/bishop-hagiyas-update-on-public-health-may-25-2020/
https://covid19.ca.gov/pdf/guidance-places-of-worship.pdf
http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/dmh/1069578_CommunicableDisease-StrategiesforCoping-FinalEnglish.pdf
http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/dmh/1069578_CommunicableDisease-StrategiesforCoping-FinalEnglish.pdf
https://wdacs.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CSD_Fact-Sheet_V.2_Final.pdf
https://wdacs.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CSD_Fact-Sheet_V.2_Final.pdf
https://wdacs.lacounty.gov/greatplates/
mailto:gmartzen@gmail.com
mailto:sallycbell@gmail.com
http://www.sgpumc.org
https://www.churchtrac.com/donate.php?key=acct_1EEOANL5OEeOTEAX
http://www.calpacumc.org/bishop-hagiya/bishop-hagiyas-special-message-in-response-to-racism/
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The Invisible  
Through the Visible 

 
—by Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi 

 

At breakfast in a San Francisco motel, an elderly 
socialist labor organizer said he was an atheist.  If I 
were 30 years younger, I would have argued with 
him about our invisible God.  But instead, I switched 
to talk about visible things. That is, we should hold 
precious the visible things that God holds precious. 

First, we should love people because God loves 
people.  We should love our wife, our children, our 
teachers, doctors, political allies and rivals (not 
easy?).  But Jesus also said we should love our ene-
mies, and pray for our enemies.  Never take re-
venge.  Mahatma Gandhi and M.L. King showed us 
how to love political enemies by non-violent pro-
tests and boycotts without becoming doormats. 

Second, God is the miracle of Life.  We should 
love all Life—animals (mosquitos?), and plants that 
God made.  Protect the Arctic sanctuary and clean 
the atmosphere.  Protect virgin forests and the 
ocean.  Love and protect Mother Earth, our only 
space ship. Keep the oil in the ground.  No deadly 
weapons projected into outer space.  Albert 
Schweitzer, an early missionary doctor to pre-
modern Africa, believed in “Reverence for Life”.  
Jainism focuses on Ahimsa, prohibition on killing an-
ything.  Ahimsa is the foundation of Hindu spirituali-
ty and all Buddhist ethics.  It has become the slogan 
for medical professions as “Do No Harm.”  God is the 
source of all Life.  Honor the invisible God by 
“Reverence for Life”. 

Third, Emil Brunner’s focus was Conscience.  We 
can run away from God and the police, but we can’t 
run away from conscience.  Conscience is the police 
inside our hearts.  As the Bible speaks to Jews, con-
science speaks to Gentiles (Romans 2:14,15.)  Hu-
mans respond to the voice of God through con-
science, so we are responsible.  Brunner ties re-
spond to responsible.  Those without conscience are 
no longer human beings, says Brunner.  M.L. King’s 
strategy was non-violence, saying that his main 
weapon was the conscience in the heart of his ene-
mies.  They can beat up his people during the day, 
but their conscience would beat them up at night 
when they try to sleep. 

 Instead of arguing about God, it is often 
better to please God by loving the visible things 
loved by the invisible God.   LOVE, LIFE, AND CON-
SCIENCE.  What do you think? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

—from Theresa Laib, Director 

The school is closed due to COVID 19. Licensing has set 
new guidelines for preschool and day care prior to  re-
opening. We are working on these new guidelines to 

make sure our policies and procedures are in place and 
it is safe to open. Please call the school for more infor-
mation at 626- 284-5006, 9:00am-1:00pm or visit our 

web site at  www.gpumnsk.org 

Alhambra Performing Arts 
Center Postpones Concerts 

—from Bill Yee, Artistic Director 

 The Alhambra Performing Arts Center under 
the direction of Chef/Artistic Director Bill Yee, contin-
ues to postpone their popular free performances for 
the next few months out of concerns regarding the 
coronavirus pandemic.  
  The next performance affected was June 21st - 
Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto in D Major featuring 
Jacqueline Suzuki.   
 APAC hopes to restart concerts in August this 
year.  It is also considering some dinner theatre type 
programs in the future.  For more information regard-
ing the 2020 performances, 
email: bizwind@yahoo.com  or call 626 230 5435. 

 
 
 

 
 

High School Graduates: Nelson Kitsuse 
      Ernest Tom III     
                                           Kevin Wong 
8th Grade Promotion:   Luke Kitsuse 
 

http://www.gpumnsk.org
mailto:bizwind@yahoo.com
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What is Missing?  
The Curiosity to Know the Word of God 

 
—by Ratheesh Pillai, 

 
 

Most of us have a habit of reading or listening to the news. We are so 
curious that we want to know what is going on in the world.  Does it make 
us content, or more fearful? Or do we want to update our intelligence 
every day? Are we so curious about what's going in the world?  

Today my computer, phone, and other electronic gadgets have more 
newspapers than any other apps. I wake up with tons of questions and 
want to find answers. I also have curiosity, assumptions, and a lot of 
guessing about the news that I read. Yesterday, I wanted to follow up be-
cause I was worrying about tomorrow.  

Have you ever felt curious about the Bible? When was the last time 
that we approached the Bible with the curiosity to know what is in it for 
today and what God wants to communicate to us? What are the direc-
tions and guidance that God wants us to take by reading his Word every 
day? Do you know the biggest mystery in the world? I would say it's our 
own life, because we do not know what is waiting for us every night. How-
ever we live, we hope for a recovered future, and improved days. Psalm 
119:109 says, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path." Someone told me that they like reading the Bible when they want 
to fall asleep. Why is this so? Are we curious about what's going to hap-
pen tomorrow? Can we get peace or comfort by listening and reading the 
news? Not at all, but David says that God’s word is the lamp and light to 
our feet and path. The 21st century will be divided into BC and AC (before 
and after COVID-19). Can we see a predictable future or test human ca-
pacity and technology?  

When we walk in the darker places, we are unable to see in the dark, 
which is scary, hopeless, and uncomfortable. That's why the local govern-
ment sets streetlights so that we can see the road ahead. David reminds 
us that God’s word is a lamp and a light, which means though we are so 
curious about what's going on in the world by looking at the media and 
technology, we still can’t see the next step. David says that his word has 
the answer; our faith comes from hearing the word of God. By his guid-
ance, we build faith and hope. In Rev. George’s series of Hope sermon, he 
repeatedly asks the question, “What gives you hope?” The first President 
of the United States, George Washington, is thought to have said, “It is 
impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible.”  

What are we waiting for? We have a Bible that comforts and guides us 
in this confusing COVID-19 season. Therefore, we might need to ask how 
do we make the Bible come alive and active in our daily life? A few weeks 
ago, Mrs. Sally Bell mentioned that when we know Jesus, we find God 
through the Bible. So we must tune our ears to the Bible. We must have a 
curiosity about the Word of God. Ask yourself what is in it. Pray over it, 
ponder it, preserve it, exercise it. We are required to have social distances 
only between people, not the Word of God. Let the Word become our 
light and lamp in this season of COVID-19.  

 
Shalom! 

 
 

Family of Sam Nieda, Family of 
Seng Phong (father of Ashley 
Parks); Family of Yoshie Tomei, 
Family of Janne Sui Chun Wong, 
Mother of Rev. Sunyoung Park; 
Liz Canadas, Family of Tetsuro 
Suzuki, Echavarria Family;  
Marilyn McIver, Higashi family, 
Ratheesh Pillai;  Mary Sue 
Lodwick;  Ken Okuda; Sharon 
Mori, Nancee Iketani;  Mat 
Nakamura;  Alfred Chu; Phillip & 
Nenita Marquez;  Derek Tani;  
Jillian Marquez, Cindy Matsumoto 
& family; We pray for safety for 
families harmed by racism, 
courage for those who need to 
address their own racism, and 
peace with justice for all people.  
We pray for all those whose 
needs are unspoken.  

 
 
Birthdays 
6/5 Tyler Mukai 
6/6 Yukiko Okada 
6/7 Alan Kitsuse 
6/7 Lucas Hutchins 
6/7 Allison Hutchins 
6/8 Tato Takahama 
6/9 Hiroko Suzuki 
6/17 William Ragos 
6/19 Pearl Matsumoto  
6/20 Bradley Hutchins 
6/21 Sachiko Yoshida 
6/22 Marise Saiki 
6/25 Manisha Macwan 
6/26 Gina Kitsuse 
6/30 Soraya Shafer 
 
Anniversaries 
6/8 Rev. George Martzen & 

Chin Cheak Yu 
6/8 Tony & Christina Solomon 
6/9 Brad & Stephanie Mukai 
6/14 Adison & Minaxi Bariya 
6/28 Pang & Adelyne Lam 
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June 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 7 

8:30am Japanese 
Language School 

7 

10 am Zoom 
Worship 

 

8 

 

9 10 

1:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study 

5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

11 

7:30pm Youth 
Zoom 

 

 

12 

5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

13 

 

14  

10 am Zoom 
Worship 

15 

 

16 17 

1:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study 

5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

18 

 

 

7:30pm Youth 
Zoom 

19 

 

 

5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

20 

21 Father’s Day 

10 am Zoom 
Worship 

22 

 

23 24 

1:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study 

5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

 

25 

7:30pm Youth 
Zoom 

26 

5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

27 

 

28 

10 am Zoom 
Worship 

 

29 

 

30 

 

    

30 

10 am Zoom 
Worship 

 

 1 2 

7 pm Zoom 
Council Meeting 

3 

1:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study 

5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

4 

7 pm PAC Zoom  

7:30pm Youth 
Zoom 

5 

5:00pm Zoom 
Prayer Meeting 

6 

When we resume in person worship services, there may be safety 
conditions, such as health checks, physical distancing, etc. We have 
also discussed whether to keep our current 10 a.m. worship, revert to 
the 9:30 worship, or do something different.  Many may prefer to con-
tinue worshipping online, so we may have two service times, a small 
inhouse worship and a second online section.  Let me know what you 
think at gmartzen@gmail.com 

Annual Conference through Zoom June 18-20 

mailto:gmartzen@gmail.com

