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      “Blowing with the wind” 

 

 

 

 

 

“The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.” – John 3:8 

One of the first things I look at on my phone each morning is the 
weather report.  You can be pretty certain if it forecasts rain or shine 
within the next few days.  But a week or so makes predictability less 
certain, because there are so many factors in the weather.    

Wind is a big influence in weather patterns, especially in southern 
California.  One week, we may feel the cooling effects of the humid 
offshore winds, while the next, we experience the dry, irritating Santa Ana 
winds bringing static shocks to nearly everything we touch.       

Jesus must have been familiar with similar wind patterns in 
Palestine, damp cooling winds from the Mediterranean Sea and the hot 
dry winds from the interior.  “The wind blows where it chooses,” he told 
Nicodemus.  “So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”   

In the Greek New Testament, spirit and wind are based on the 
same root word, pneuma.  So that same Spirit that Jesus talked about 
would one day blow through the disciples as they huddled in the upper 
room.  “And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting” (Acts 
2:2). Scripture then says that the Holy Spirit manifested in other 
miraculous ways and empowered them for the tasks at hand. In the Acts 
of the Apostles, the principle concern was to proclaim the gospel and 
plant churches, so confidence and ability to communicate clearly and 
boldly were essential.  

There are three places in the New Testament where the gifts of the 
Spirit are listed; Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4.  While 
there are some commonalities in these lists, like prophecy or prophets, 
there is also significant diversity, like the gift of leadership or wisdom or 
abilities with language or healing. Those are not found in every list.    
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That just goes to show that the Spirit of God enables people to do different work according to diverse settings 
and circumstances.   

During the pandemic we faced circumstances that were very different from what we were accustomed 
to.  We had to figure out how to be church without physically gathering.  God gave us wisdom to live in those 
circumstances, so much that now it feels almost normal.  

But we are facing new circumstances, as more people have been immunized, and our society is 
cautiously reopening.  We must still be careful, for many regions around the world continue to face severe 
risks from the Covid-19 pandemic.  But we have begun a monthly outdoor worship, and we may soon have limited 
indoor gatherings.  I’m very excited about this. 

As always, I look for people who are spiritually gifted to be engaged in the ministry of the church, whether 
through teaching or wisdom or faith.  Nowadays, I’m especially looking for the gifts of marketing and networking and 
small group leadership and management.  Because, as we emerge from the pandemic, the churches that thrive will be 
those with the capacity to be engaged with their neighborhoods, who can then invite seekers into networks of vibrant 
small groups to become disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

So how is the Spirit leading you?  We need to be blowing with the wind.  

May 2 
Online Worship 
Liturgist:  Alicia Marquez 
 
 
  
 
 

May 9 
Online Worship  
Liturgist:   Elaine Chung 
 
 
 
Liturgist:  Elaine Chung 
 

May 16 
Online Worship 
Liturgist:   Jim Bell 
 
 
 
 
February 28 

May 23 
Online Worship    
Liturgist:  Archana Carey 
 

 
 
 
 

May 30 
Online Worship 
Litergist:  Kim Morrison 

Thank you to our Zoom Worship Crew:  Ruel Reyes, Kris Taniguchi, Sally Bell, Jim 
Bell, Doreen Bolten, Louise Garcia,  Kai Garcia, Ratheesh Pillai , Walt Martzen,   
Sarah Wong, Ruth Chon and Rev. George Martzen.   

Because there are no in-person offerings, you may give to the church by mail or online 
at our website www.sgpumc.org.  Click on Make a Donation .  Please make note of your 
name and contact information on the memo line.  Thank you for supporting our church 
and ministries!  *Please note that our general offerings year to date are $28,508.11 and 
our general offering budget for 2021 is $102,000. 

April 4 

Attendance: 60 

Offering: $103.30 

April 11 

Attendance:  51 

Offering: $3,272.25 

April 18 

Attendance: 57 

Offering: $82.25 

April 25 

Attendance: 53 

Offering: $612.55 

This month we celebrate mothers and all of the women in our lives.  This celebration is well      

deserved, for as a woman, you are an amazing resource for God to use to transform our world.  My 

question to you is:  are you an untapped resource?  Are you interested in being part of a group of 

women dedicated to lifting up one another and together effecting positive change and ministering 

to this community and the world?  United Methodist Women is the largest denominational faith-

based women’s organization in the US and have been ministering for 150 years.  When we speak together, our voices 

have  power and when we work together good things happen.  Sage Granada Park UMC has a rich history of United 

Methodist Women involvement but no longer have an active UMW chapter in our church.  Are you interested?  Would 

your life be enriched by fellowship with other women and by working together to help others?  If so, I would challenge 

you to do two things:  first, pray about your involvement, then go to this site and find out what UMW is all about: 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org. Then, if you would like more information, please email me at the church for a copy 

of the current East District Newsletter, East Winds for what is going on in our area.  Then, if you are interested in help-

ing to re-start a UMW Chapter at Sage Granada Park UMC, please email me at Sagegranadapark@gmail.com and we 

begin the process.  Remember, young, older and elderly—we all have gifts and talents that God will use and that this 

world needs.     

     God bless all of you!  -  Julie Quezada 

http://www.sgpumc.org
https://www.churchtrac.com/donate.php?key=acct_1EEOANL5OEeOTEAX
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              Silent Prayer 
I learned five fingers of the Prayer Hand in the 
Baptist Church—Confession, Thanksgiving,       
Adoration, Intercession, Petition.  These all are us   
speaking words to God. Notice that nobody 
is listening to God. Too busy talking to God.   
Westerners  naturally speak words to a God   
modeled after a human Father God. 
 
In the East most religions listen to God (without 
words) because God is Universal Mind. Prayer is 
Universal Mind plugged into human minds       
continually from birth to death.  Continually 
plugged in, there is no need for words.  
 
A Catholic monk doing silent meditations in Japan 
spoke of Universal Mind as already present in the 
Christian Trinity as the Holy Spirit.   We speak 
words to God the Father and to God the Son, Je-
sus, but we don’t speak words to the Holy Spirit.  
 
So Christians should not fear absorbing the Holy 
Presence in silence.  Prayer in silence has become 
a popular Christian movement among Catholics 
and Protestants called "Centering Prayer."   See 
Romans 8:26, prayer beyond words. 

Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi 
 

                              ** APAC News **  APAC News **  APAC News **  APAC News** APAC News **            

 
General Manager and Artistic Director and award-winning ACF Chef Bill Yee announced the start of the Alhambra    
Performing Arts Center season on Saturday August 13, 2021 featuring legendary Spanish dancer Inesita and her Fla-
menco Alhambra. Inesita has performed with her Flamenco troupe at the Alhambra Performing Arts Center for over a 
dozen years to the delight of thousands. She has been dancing for over 80 years;  she appeared with Bob Hope in 
“Here Comes the Girls” in the early 50’s, on TV shows and in major concerts and in almost every type of venue, and is 
well known world-wide. 
She first studied violin and piano at an early age and began her career as a Spanish dance artist at the age of fourteen, 
not long after moving to Los Angeles, CA. Her work is devoted to traditional forms of Spanish dance, including          
flamenco, the Bolero School of Dance of the 18th century, and the regional dances of Spain's autonomous communi-
ties. Her studies began in Los Angeles and Mexico with Michael Brigante, Jose Fernandez, Janet Riesenfeld, Oscar Tarri-
ba, and Antonio Triana; and then inevitably in Spain where she trained under the flamenco masters, Valencia y Rendón 
de  Ávila ("El Estampio") and Regla Ortega, as well as the Pericet Family of la escuela bolera in Madrid. Since her first 
show at La Golondrina Café on Olvera Street on October 7th, 1939, Inesita has performed in cabaret, film, television, 
and musical theater.  
Other programs booked include the popular Beatlemania Singalong featuring Bob Schuster and his Beatle cover band 
on Sunday, September 19, 2021, Miskey Mountain Boys blue grass band on Saturday October 16, 2021, Sinatra Nights 
featuring award-winning singer Matt Barber on Saturday November 13, 2021 and the annual Dickens Christmas Carol 
Singalong on Saturday December 11, 2021. 

We are now accepting Registration for children 2yrs 9mo 
and potty trained to 5 years old for the                       

2021-2022 School Year 

Call the school for more information at 626- 284-5006, or 
visit our web site at http://gpumnsk.org  

May Curriculum Themes: May Day; Pets; Mother’s Day; Farm Life; Zoo    
Animals. 

May Schedule: 

5-   Cinco De Mayo      

9-   Mother’s Day    

27- Last Day 2 day Morning Program                             

28- Last Day 3 & 5 day Morning Program 

31- School Closed Memorial Day 

June  

2- Day Care continues   

3- Summer School Begins for 3 & 5 day am program 

4- Summer School Begins for 2 day am program                                                                                    

SUMMER SCHOOL Registration     

The school year is coming to an end and we are beginning Summer 
School Registration. Please contact the school office for information 
about our summer program (626) 284-5006          
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   Who do you say I am? 

Matthew 16:13-16: “Who do people say the Son of Man is? …. He 

asked. “Who do you say I am?”   

 

 
A few weeks ago, Rev. George asked in his sermon if America is a Christian nation. 

Or does America even act like one?  
For many people around the world, the United States has been a dream country.  

Even from wealthier countries, people desire to come and live in America for hope,          
opportunities, and a better life. However, due to ongoing divisions, racial issues, gun        
violence, inequality, and uneven immigration policies, there is growing uncertainty about 
living in America.  

In our Lenten devotions, I was struck by Kai Garcia’s sentiments. He noted that “the 
last few years have made many of us think about where we are as Americans.” Even though 
the U.S. government, with its constitution and amendments, is not specifically founded on 
Christianity, in many ways America characterizes itself as a Christian nation. American has 
long sponsored the Christian missionaries, and people still look up to Christian values, 
churches, missionaries, and theologians in America.  

However, Christianity seems to be weakening. Many Christian leaders are corrupt, 
and many old church sites are becoming gyms and hotels. Instead of unity, we make        
partitions by privilege, race, and superiorities. Instead of identifying who we are by biblical 
values and God’s love, we are splitting within our community and church. This is harming 
the community and it becomes even less possible to  call the United States a Christian     
nation.  

There are a few things we need to unpack. First and foremost, who is Jesus? And 
how does He relate to the nations and to the church? As we should know, Christianity is not 
simply about going to church worship. Beware of the danger of religion that is empty.      
Rather, true Christians are defined by how we embrace and welcome others with kingdom 
culture.   

In the book of Genesis, “the tower of Babel” divided people into groups, but the 
first church in the book of Acts united people from all colors, languages, and   races. That 
was the power of Pentecost.   

Before we identify whether the United States or any other nation is a Christian    
nation, we need to ask ourselves who you say Jesus is. That question relates to who we are 
as Sage Granada UMC. Is our church a Christian church? Not by the building or our bodily 
existence, but in the manner that we and our children share the love of God and embrace 
people from all over the world to have the hope and freedom that Christ offered? Loving 
people obliges commitment to the cross, which challenges cosmic and all political, human-
made privileges, and transforms society. This loving ministry transforms individuals and 
identifies our home, church, society, and country, whether we call it Christian or not.  

Once Gandhi said the changes which you want to see in society must begin with us. 
Do you speak the language of love, reconciliation, forgiveness, hope, and unity? During the 
pandemic, we have needed to reckon with various identities, especially with Black Lives 
Matter, and hate crimes against Asian Americans.  As Christians we also need to remember 
the other identity question: “who do you say Jesus is?” How we answer relates to how your 
neighbors, coworkers, classmates, and family members identify who you are. 

 
Shalom - Ratheesh Pillai 

 

 

5/2:    Doreen Bolten 
5/4:    Shawn Solomon 
5/5:    Bill Yee 
5/6:    Leslie Hutchins 
5/7:    May Tanaka 
5/11:  Dickson Yagi 
5/23:  Jonathan Kishina 
            Alicia Marquez 
            Marilyn McIver 
5/24:  Keny Okuda 
            Karina Shafer 
5/25:  John Furukawa 
5/29:  Annica Carey 

5/16:  Arnie Saiki and Ruth 
Sangok Chon 

5/20:  Mark and Julie 
Quezada 

5/21:  Howard and Janet 
Nishina 

5/26:  Pyoung Hwa Lee and 
Sehong Mun 

5/30:  Christie Cheng 
Hutchins and Bradley 
Hutchins 

-David Nakamura 
-Jeannie Wong 
-Family of Mike Hurtado 
-Ken Matsumoto 
-Yoko Hayashida 
-Iketani family 
-Littlefield family 
-Nursery School 
-Echavarria family 
-Marilyn McIver 
-Mary Sue Lodwick 
-Matt Nakamura 
-Alfred Chu 
-Derek Tani 
-Jean McIver 
-Mariko Garrett 
-Sho Tabata 
-Morrison family 
-Ratheesh Pillai and his wife 
-Family of Dorothy Kinoshita 
-Elaine’s sister Lavina 
-Laura Quezada Huerta 
-Leonard Quezada 
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       May 2021 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

Zoom Worship 

Service  10:00 AM 

3 4 5 

Bible Study  

1:00 PM 

Evening Prayer 

5:00 PM 

6 

Lay Leaders 
Sub            
Committee  
Meeting      
7:00 PM 

7 

Scouts 

6:30—9:30 PM 

8 

9  Mother’s Day 

Zoom Worship 

Service  10:00 AM 

10 11  

Church Council 

Meeting  7:00 

PM  

12  Bible Study    
1:00 PM 

Evening Prayer 

5:00 PM 

Outdoor Worship 

Planning  7:30  

13 

Youth Zoom 
Meeting  7:30 
PM 

14 

Scouts 

6:30—9:30 PM 

15 

16 

Zoom Worship 

Service  10:00 AM 

 

 

17 

 

18 

PAC Zoom 
Meeting 

7:00 PM 

19 

Bible Study  

1:00 PM 

Evening Prayer 

5:00 PM 

20 

 

21 

Scouts 

6:30—9:30 PM 

22 

 

23  Pentecost              

Zoom Worship 

Service  10:00 AM 

Outdoor Evening 

Service  5:00 PM 

24 25 26 

Bible Study  

1:00 PM 

Evening Prayer 

5:00 PM 

 

27 

Youth Zoom 
Meeting  7:30 
PM 

28 

Scouts 

6:30—9:30 PM 

29 

30 Peace with 

Justice Sunday 

Zoom Worship 

Service  10:00 AM 

 

 

31 

 

     


